
Street Photography
Meets Fine Art!

A figure leaps into the setting sun—caught in a perfectly timed moment of surreal energy. It’s a visual meditation on ambition,
movement, and the human desire to reach the unreachable. The horizon line is minimal, giving space for the viewer to breathe,
while the mirrored reflection below adds a sense of balance and illusion. The symbolism of running toward the sun, or seemingly
into it, can be read as a metaphor for chasing meaning, hope, or simply pushing beyond one’s limits.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
ALI ZOLGHADRI

In the world of photography, few artists blend emotion, concept,
and form as masterfully as Ali Zolghadri. Based in Dubai, he’s a

celebrated name in black-and-white minimalism and fine art,
with over 80 international awards recognizing his powerful,

pared-down visual storytelling. His frames are meditative spaces
—where silence, simplicity, and meaning converge.

INSPIRATION
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ABOVE  

Two small figures appear to be playing with a
ball, yet the stripped-down landscape
transforms it into something more existential.
They are suspended between sky and
reflection, seemingly alone in an infinite space.
The ball becomes a symbol of connection—
fragile, shared, yet unpredictable. This is not
just a game, but a delicate dance of distance
and presence. The minimalist setting
emphasizes the emotional weight of human
interaction when stripped of distractions. It’s a
quiet story of tension, longing, and rhythm

RIGHT 

This image explores the emotional intersection
between architecture and solitude. A lone
human figure stands at the edge of light, half-
swallowed by darkness, evoking feelings of
isolation and contemplation. The narrow
passage of brightness feels like a metaphor for
hope, memory, or perhaps escape—yet remains
distant and unreachable. The harsh verticals
contrast the vulnerability of the body, inviting
viewers to reflect on presence, disappearance,
and the silences we inhabit. The absence of
visual noise amplifies the psychological weight
of the scene.

18



RIGHT

The lone cyclist rides across a dark
mountain ridge, framed by distant,
misty peaks that fade into abstraction.
This image captures the essence of
human fragility in the face of nature’s
grandeur. The monochrome layers of
landscape evoke a sense of
timelessness and spiritual stillness. The
cyclist, almost lost in the scale of the
setting, becomes a silent witness—both
part of the landscape and apart from it.
It’s a tribute to solitude, journey, and
the quiet resilience of the soul.

RIGHT

At first glance, the subject climbing a
lamppost feels surreal—almost absurd.
Yet within the repetition of vertical
poles and the emptiness of the sky, this
act becomes a symbol of rebellion. It
suggests rising above uniformity,
challenging systems, and seeking
perspective in a flat, controlled
environment. The composition uses
space, scale, and isolation to create a
sense of elevation—not just physical,
but philosophical. It asks: in a world of
repetition, who dares to rise?
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Ali Zolghadri is an internationally
acclaimed fine art and
conceptual photographer known
for his minimalist, surreal, and
emotionally resonant black-and-
white work. 

With over 120 international
photography awards from more
than 20 countries, his images
have been exhibited globally and
featured in leading photography
publications. His artistic essays
and photo series have appeared
in several renowned magazines. 

Ali has served as a judge for
multiple international
photography competitions and is
a recipient of the prestigious UAE
Golden Visa for artistic
excellence. His distinctive visual
language continues to inspire
emerging artists to explore the
boundaries of fine art
photography.

ALI ZOLGHADRI

alizolghadrii

Dive into his full, in-depth interview on Creative Genes — our official blog — at www.creativegenes.in 20

       ABOVE  

Through a clever alignment of shadow and geometry, this street
photograph transforms a mundane moment into an abstract visual poem.
The crosswalk becomes a metaphorical path, while the shadow—elongated
and detached—acts as a second identity, or even a ghost of the self. The
hat, the sunlight, the distorted proportions all contribute to a sense of
mystery and narrative ambiguity. It’s about perception, anonymity, and how
we walk through spaces without fully being seen. Reality is deconstructed
into shapes and illusions.


